
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Note: The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All com- 
munications must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER 

Dear Editor: Following the Billy Sunday campaign in Washington, last 
spring, a few members of the Graduate Nurses' Association organized a Bible 
study class which met each week at the Nurses' Club. Believing that the nurses 
in service would be helped and encouraged in their arduous work by the spiritual 
support of prayer, the members agreed to remember them at noon every day, 
asking that they be given strength for their work, sympathy for the suffering, 
courage in danger, love for humanity, that they may keep the high ideals of their 
profession and be an honor to their country. They ask all who read these lines 
to join in this petition, taking as their motto, Second Timothy 2:15. 

Washington, D. C. AN ARMY NURSE. 

LETTERS FROM NURSES IN SERVICE 
I. 

Dear Editor: I received my Journal for May. It was just like welcoming 
an old friend in a foreign land. The French and Americans celebrated Decora- 
tion Day together. On the afternoon before, a large crowd started for the 
woods for flowers for the decorations. When the country folks found out what 
they were for, there was the most generous supply of most beautiful peonies. 
The next morning at nine, the parade started, led by the unit band. Our two 
flags were carried side by side. The usual salute and taps were given. The 
graves of the French as well as the Americans were strewn with flowers, but 
there was a little difference in ours, for a tiny stars and stripes, unfurled by the 
breeze on a foreign shore floats over them. They may look lonesome so many 
miles from home, but they are cared for, just the same. They have fresh flowers 
most of the time, and often one of us goes up there to see that all is well. 

France H. V. R. 

II. 

Dear Editor: We have been grateful recipients of the Journal for several 
months and wish to express to you our grateful appreciation of this thought of 
us. It is a splendid thing to have the Journal come every month. We read it 
eagerly and enjoy it very much as it is the only way by which we are kept in 
touch with nursing affairs in general, in which, at the present time especially, we 
have an intense interest. I wish you could visit us and see how nicely we are 
situated. This is a lovely village and quite a popular summer resort in peace 
time but now a little too near the front to be well patronized. We have taken 
nearly all the hotels for hospital purposes; about half for our unit, the other 
half being occupied by the Buffalo Base Hospital Unit. We certainly had a hard 
and rather discouraging time during our first two months here. We arrived in 
November, the coldest time of the year here and we experienced severe discom- 
fort until we could get our own mess and some stoves. Now we are comfortably 
situated and have our own mess which is excellent. We have taken care of a 
great many patients with good results. At present we have British, French and 
American patients, who all join together in praise of the care given them by the 
nurses and doctors. It is a great satisfaction to be here and share in this work. 
Our nurses feel amply repaid for all the hardships endured when they experience 
the grateful appreciation of these poor sick and wounded boys. I can assure 
you people at home who are looking to these nurses to do you credit that they 
are not failing you in any way. They are doing good work and are conducting 
themselves in every way so that no one can have just cause for criticism. We 
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know that you at home are doing all possible to support and further our in- 
terests. We are hoping to receive commissions as that will settle many things 
which now are difficult. Our doctors are doing quite a little for the French 
women and children here. There is a great opportunity for service in this line. 
At present, eight of our nurses are in field hospitals near the American front. 
They are extremely busy but very happy and are quite content to remain in 
spite of the Boche bombing which is going on all the time. The nurses of Base 
Hospital No. 36 send you greetings and sincere thanks. 

France ~ ~ BETSEY L. HARRIS, Chief Nurse. 

III. 

Dear Editor: Particularly did I enjoy your Army and Navy number and 
obtained much information. To this number I wish to refer. I think it the 
duty of some one to correct a misunderstanding in regard to the Canadian Nurs- 
ing Service pay. You state officially, the Canadian nursing sister receives $130 
a month with the rank of lieutenant. This error I plainly see could be made 
so easily. The fact given that we had the rank of full lieutenant, with its pay, 
conveyed to you, $130. This may be the pay of an American lieutenant but not 
of a Canadian. We get exactly $2 a day, plus 60 cents field allowance, $1 a 
day mess allowance, which makes $3.60 a day, or in a month of thirty-one days, 
$111.60. Of course we get our higher allowance of $150 when joining up. I 
believe there is a possibility of a raise being discussed, not particularly in regard 
to nursing sisters but for all Canadian officers, which would of course include us, 
as our nursing service is a part of our army, not a separate organization, and 
we are Canadian officers as the men are. We sign for duration of war and our 
pay remains the same, and we are ranked the same, carrying two stars on the 
shoulder strap, except the matrons who wear three stars, and rank as captains. 
Our matron, its chief, is a major, wearing a crown, with pay accordingly. The 
C. A. M. C. captains' and majors' pay was raised recently, but so far the lieu- 
tenants still receive $3.60. I hope this information may prove of value. I 
didn't wish to criticize but merely to correct the misunderstanding. 

A CANADIAN NURSING SISTER. 

IV. 
Dear Editor: I have never been so happy as I am right now. We are in a 
town of 20,000 (normally), about 25 miles from the front. A great many of our 
men were brought to this town from the front and the Red Cross sent nurses 
so that one or two American nurses could be in each hospital, the town has 
fourteen, to help take care of our own men in the French hospitals, there being 
no American hospital nearer than Paris. Finally our men began coming in such 
great numbers that the American Red Cross took over one of the French hos- 
pitals, in connection with the French and the service de Sante, and runs it as an 
evacuation hospital for the Allies. The day they took it over, or really the night 
before, 150 of our boys were sent in. At that time there were only one nurse 
and one aide on duty at this hospital ; they got three more nurses who were in the 
different French hospitals. During the next twenty-four hours, three doctors 
operated on 114 patients, with the aid of the four nurses and one aide. There 
is a Smith College Unit here doing canteen and refugee work and in the emer- 
gency they came in and helped. They certainly were splendid, as they came at 
night and stayed in these wards filled with anesthesia patients, all alone with a 
French orderly. You may know how courageous they were, when they were al- 
lowed absolutely no lights, excepting flash lights, on account of the air raids. 
And then on top of it all, an air raid came in the midst of the excitement, one 
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of the worst ever known. I certainly take my hat off to the Smith College girls 
in this town, as they have been most considerate and kind to our boys. We have 
been very quiet these last ten nights or so, having no air raids. The first ten 
days we were here we had a raid every night and often two or three, and with 
the long hours, we were all pretty tired. We work from 8 a. m. to 8 p. m., and 
on clear nights we go about seven miles out of town to sleep, so that leaves us 
very little time for letters, etc. We have a school building which we use as a 
dormitory, with only a bed and a chair apiece, so there is no table to write on, 
but we manage very nicely. We brought only the very necessary clothes up 
here, so they take very little room. 

France A PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE. 



Dear Editor: Twice recently I have read that appeals have been made to 
the nurses of the United States to offer their services for the camps at home or 
in the field over here. The thing that strikes us most forcibly is the fact that an 
appeal has to be made. When our fathers, brothers, cousins or lovers are coming 
over by the thousands, it seems rather dreadful that our nurses should need 
urging or especial inducements, in order to get an adequate response. Those 
who do not come will have reason to regret it always; those who do 
come will have a never-to-be-forgotten experience. They may be home- 
Bick and not always too comfortable, but under any circumstances they 
will be infinitely less homesick and more comfortable than their brothers 
in the trenches or in worse places. To live through several big "pushes" with 
their subsequent convoys; to be too busy to see the end of the day's work; to 
be alone with thirty-five or forty patients, knowing that what little comfort they 
get must come from you, is to really feel worth while. It isn't always so satis- 
factory as that, of course, for like all hospitals, the work fluctuates, and when 
one isn't busy we feel useless. There are times when one wants home more 
than anything except the end of the war, but there are very few nurses who 
would or could feel contented at home, knowing that she had left here an un- 
finished piece of work that is her share. Never has our profession stood for so 
much, and it isn't possible to believe the nurses of the United States are going 
to fall down on their jobs, and their big job now is in the service, isn't it? It 
means some personal sacrifice to most of us if we come over here, of course; it 
means national sacrifice if we stay home. The native nurses have given their 
all, they have their hands full and can do no more. Even if they had not, do 
we want others than ourselves, to care for our men who have proven them- 
selves real sportsmen? It isn't all hardship by any means. Both the "Tommies" 
and the so-called "Yanks" make ideal patients and they stroll about the garrison 
with their arms about each other, and are usually the best of friends. There is 
a very comfortable custom abroad, of calling all the nurses, "sister," and it takes 
the Americans (whether doctor, orderly or patient) about two minutes to acquire 
the habit, which we all seem to like. The men are full of stories of their ex- 
periences which they love to tell. They are very appreciative, willing and able 
assistants as they convalesce. It is a joy to be able to do anything for them, 
for they are very much like children in their helplessness. Every nurse who is 
able to leave home should be glad to come, but the nurse who starts with the 
idea of touring Europe or finding a husband, is far better at home. What Europe 
needs is workers, and there is ample satisfaction in belonging to this class of 
individuals. 

France L. M. 



